
Accredited Buyer’s Representative (ABR®) Designation FAQs

What is the Accredited Buyer’s Representative (ABR®) designation? 
The ABR® is a prestigious designation in the real estate industry that signifies expertise and excellence 
in buyer representation. It equips agents with the necessary skills and resources, including how to secure 
and explain a buyer representation agreement, in order to represent homebuyers' needs effectively 
throughout the real estate transaction process.

Why is the ABR® designation crucial in today’s ever-changing real estate industry?  
The ABR® designation holds significant importance in today's ever-changing real estate industry for 
several reasons:

• Specialized Training: The curriculum is tailored to equip real estate professionals with the 
specialized knowledge and skills to effectively represent buyers in real estate transactions. This 
includes understanding the needs of buyers, negotiating on their behalf, and guiding them through 
the complexities of the home buying process.

• Navigating Market Dynamics: In today's dynamic real estate market, where conditions and 
trends can vary widely from one location to another, agents with the ABR® designation are better 
equipped to navigate these complexities. The curriculum provides insights into buyer representation 
agreements, market analysis, financing options, and emerging trends, allowing agents to adapt 
their strategies accordingly.

• Enhanced Client Representation: With the ABR® designation, agents can provide enhanced 
representation to their buyer clients. They understand the importance of buyer counseling, signing 
written buyer representation agreements, and advocating for their clients’ best interests throughout 
the transaction. This level of professionalism instills confidence in buyers and strengthens client-
agent relationships.

• Staying Current with Industry Standards: The real estate industry is constantly evolving, with 
changes in regulations, technology, and consumer preferences. The ABR® designation ensures 
that agents stay updated with the latest industry standards, best practices, and ethical guidelines, 
enabling them to provide high-quality service to their clients.

• Competitive Advantage: In a competitive real estate market, having the ABR® designation sets 
agents apart from their peers. It demonstrates a commitment to excellence in buyer representation. 
This can be a compelling factor for buyers when choosing an agent to represent them in one of their 
most significant financial transactions.

• Adaptability to Buyer Needs: Buyer preferences and priorities can vary widely, and agents with 
the ABR® designation are equipped to adapt to these changing needs. Whether assisting first-time 
homebuyers, luxury buyers, or investors, the designation curriculum provides agents with the tools 
and knowledge to effectively serve a diverse range of buyers.

Who accredits the ABR® designation? 
The Accredited Buyer’s Representative (ABR®) designation is accredited by the Center for REALTOR® 
Development (CRD), which is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the National Association of REALTORS® (NAR). 
CRD is responsible for developing and administering the ABR® designation, ensuring it meets rigorous 
standards of excellence in buyer representation training and education within the real estate industry.
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Can any real estate agent obtain the ABR® designation? 
Whether you're a new agent or an experienced professional, the designation is open to any NAR member 
dedicated to providing superior service to buyers while differentiating themselves in the market and 
enhancing their skills.

Is the ABR® designation recognized nationally? 
The ABR® designation is recognized nationally and internationally, signifying a real estate agent's 
commitment to excellence in buyer representation. Whether clients are buying a home locally or 
relocating to a different state, working with an ABR® designee ensures they receive top-notch service 
from a qualified professional.

How do agents earn the ABR® designation? 
To earn the ABR® designation, REALTORS® must complete a comprehensive course curriculum developed 
by the Center for REALTOR® Development (CRD).

To attain and use the ABR® designation, candidates must fulfill four requirements:

• Successful completion of the two-day ABR® Designation Course and one elective course.

• Completion of at least five transactions acting solely as a buyer’s representative.

• Maintenance of active membership status with the National Association of REALTORS® (NAR) and 
the Center for REALTOR® Development (CRD).

Are there any prerequisites for enrolling in the ABR® Designation Course? 
While no specific prerequisites exist for enrolling in the ABR® Designation Course, participants are 
encouraged to understand real estate fundamentals and have experience working with clients in real 
estate transactions. This helps ensure that participants can fully benefit from the advanced training 
offered in the course. Those who take the ABR® Designation Course are not able to use the ABR® 
credential title and logo after their name until all ABR® designation requirements are met.

What topics are covered in the ABR® Designation Course? 
The ABR® designation curriculum covers several topics essential to effective buyer representation, 
including how to secure and explain buyer representation agreements, buyer agency relationships, 
negotiation strategies, market analysis, financing options, contract forms, and ethical considerations. The 
curriculum provides practical insights and tools to help agents successfully navigate the homebuying 
process on behalf of their clients.

Is there an exam or assessment required to earn the ABR® designation? 
Yes, participants must complete all requirements and pass a final exam as part of the self-paced, on-
demand ABR® Designation Course. The exam evaluates participants' comprehension of key concepts and 
principles associated with buyer representation. It's important to note that attendees of instructor-led 
virtual or in-person courses do not have quizzes or exams as part of their requirements.

How long does it take to complete the ABR® designation? 
The ABR® designation consists of multiple requirements which can be completed at your own pace. The 
total duration to earn the designation may vary depending on individual preferences and scheduling 
constraints. Some agents complete the requirements within a few months, while others may take longer 
to accommodate their workload and other commitments. You have three years from when you complete 
the ABR® Designation Course to apply for the designation. 

What is the cost for the ABR® designation?  
The ABR® Designation Course is currently at no cost to members through 2024 ($295 value) to take 
online — set at your own pace — or in a Live Virtual instructor-led course. To complete the designation 
requirements, you must complete an ABR® elective ($115 – $230) and pay annual ABR® dues ($110), annual 
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dues are waived for the first year after taking the course.

Does the ABR® Designation Course count toward my continuing education credits (CEs)? 
The online and Live Virtual ABR® courses do not count toward CEs. You may be able to obtain CE credits 
by attending an in-person course hosted by an approved CRD provider.

What ongoing support is available to ABR® designees after earning the ABR® Designation? 
After earning the ABR® designation, designees access a wide range of ongoing resources and support 
from CRD and NAR, including:

• Use of the ABR® logo and name — By displaying the ABR® Logo and using the designation, 
you can effectively promote yourself to prospective homebuyers as a trusted Accredited Buyer's 
Representative, showcasing your specialized skills and expertise in buyer representation.

• Industry content relevant to ABR® designees — ABR® designees receive Today’s Buyer’s Rep (TBR) 
bimonthly print and digital newsletter that keeps members informed about timely issues and 
events.  In addition, members receive the TBR weekly Hot Sheet e-newsletter, which features the 
latest news, trends, and insights relevant to buyer’s representatives and member benefit updates.

• Inclusion in online directories as an ABR® designee — As an ABR® designee, you receive special 
recognition in online directories at abr.realtor, realtor.com®, and nar.realtor, setting you apart from 
other agents and enhancing your visibility to potential clients actively seeking representation from a 
qualified buyer's agent.

• Personalized marketing materials — Access professionally designed marketing materials exclusive 
to ABR® designees, which can be personalized with your name and contact information. These 
materials help you effectively market yourself as an Accredited Buyer's Representative and attract 
more clients.

• Access to a private ABR® community — By joining the private ABR® Networking and Referrals 
Group on Facebook, you become part of a vibrant community of over 10,000 Accredited Buyer's 
Representatives. This group offers valuable networking opportunities, peer support, and referrals, 
helping you expand your professional connections and grow your business.
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